
Nuclear Power in Vietnam: challenges and alternatives 

The nine advantages of renewable energy for Vietnam 

 • Because of high RE potential especially for solar, biomass, and wind energy with 
an average capacity of 37 818 MW7, which is almost similar to the current 
capacity of the power system, Vietnam could become independent from energy 
imports and could ensure national energy security even when the wind does not 
blow and the sun does not shine but batteries have improved. 

 • RE is an innovative technology with very low risks of accidents. 
 • There is very little negative impact on the environment, and on people’s 

livelihoods. 
 • Because of its simplicity, renewable energy creates more jobs for people with 

lower education level from the rural areas as well as jobs in managing RE, 
possibly also in RE industrial production, installation and maintenance. For 
example, in Germany, many sustainable jobs were created in the RE sector with 
380 000 against 38 000 in nuclear the sector since 2000. 

 • Being a less complicated technology, renewables can be linked to the grid much 
faster than coal and nuclear energy, as its construction time is within about two 
years only. 

 • This development can create local value chains and bring possibilities to develop 
rural areas which is in line with government efforts to achieve new rural 
development and Green Growth. 

 • It is recognised in other countries that more investment from the private sector 
will invest in renewables with the right policy incentives, while for nuclear power, 
considerable state subsidies have to be granted on a long-term basis. 

 • Rapid reductions in costs for solar (LCOE of 1 kWh solar power reduced by 
about 60% since 2008 and it is only $0,03 in a recent project in Dubai8) and wind 
energy that we have seen globally enable us to redirect our investments towards 
renewable energy sources. 

 • RE is an effective mitigation solution to cut down carbon emissions. In sum, 
having multiple benefits for the economy, environment and people, this clean 
energy source just needs stronger political will to take off. 
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